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America Needs a Prohibition on Partisan Gerrymandering
By Andy Thorburn, Contemporary Policy Institute president and founder

The passage of Proposition 50 by California voters is a vital countermeasure to the Trump
Administration’s effort to build a permanent MAGA power structure and minority partisan rule in
the U.S. electoral system. We now have a better chance that the 2026 midterm congressional
elections will take place on a more level playing field.

The redistricting battle unleashed by Texas, at Trump’s behest, has worsened the divisiveness
infecting our politics. It's time to engage independent voters, Democrats, moderate
Republicans, and all who believe in restoring an effective, representative, and trusted electoral
system.

A good starting point would be the immediate introduction of a bill in Congress making partisan
gerrymandering unlawful. The Supreme Court has held that such gerrymandering is not
prohibited by the Constitution and is therefore regulated by states or the federal government.
Article 1, Section 4 of the Constitution explicitly gives Congress such authority over federal
elections. It is imperative that Congress exercise that authority immediately with respect to
congressional districts.

House leadership should introduce a targeted bill mandating that all Congressional elections
beginning in 2030 must be conducted with districts in each state and drawn by independent
commissions without regard to partisanship. In addition, as envisioned by the country’s
Founders and incorporated in Section 2 of Article 1, the bill should outlaw mid-census
redistricting outside of the 10-year census cycle.

Previous efforts to prohibit partisan gerrymandering failed because they were included in
comprehensive voting rights legislation containing several other contentious issues. To effect
passage, it is essential that a well-crafted, unencumbered bill be offered that requires an end to
partisan redistricting in five years.

Donald Trump will not be president forever, but we can’t wait to see if the MAGA movement
holds together once he leaves office. Efforts to heal the body politic must begin now.

Our Republic, with its system of checks and balances has been tested, severely weakened, and
partially disabled. It's up to us to determine where we go from here.

Let the healing begin.
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