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In 2019, at least 1in 6 teens surveyed by the Centers
for Disease Control identified as gay, lesbian, bisexual,
or unsure of their sexual orientation.

UCLA studies from 2017 estimate 1.4% of teens aged
13-17 identify as transgender.

A 2021 national survey found 82% of 22,000 LGBTQ+
youth reported feeling unsafe in school due to their
actual or perceived personal characteristics.

More than 80% avoid school functions and
extracurricular activities because they feel
uncomfortable or even unsafe.

Over 90% heard homophobic and negative remarks
about gender expression at school--with more than
half hearing these from teachers or staff. - One-third
of students missed at least one day of school because
they felt unsafe or uncomfortable.

80% experienced harassment or physical assault;
when reporting this treatment to school officials,
more than 60% saw no response or were told to
ignore the event.

What is at stake?
e LGBTQ+ students who reported higher levels of

victimization are 3 times more likely to drop out and have
lower GPAs, are twice as likely to be disciplined, feel less
connected at school, are less likely to have post-
secondary education plans, have lower self-esteem and 4
higher levels of depression than students experiencing
less victimization.
LGBTQ+ students are also more likely to experience
housing instability and higher rates of substance abuse,

engage in riskier sexual behaviors, and consider and/or
attempt suicide at higher rates than their non-LGBTQ+
peers.
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